UCLA Marina Aquatic Center developing innovative
programs and equlpment for physu:ally challenged_

EBY PAT REYNOLDS

The UCLA Marina Aquatic
Center at the end of Fiji Way in
Marina del Rey quietly offers the
COMmMUNity an opportunity to
learn and participate in a host of
marine-related activities such as
sailing, kayaking, rowing, surfing
and windsurfing for next to noth-
ing, but 1t 15 also developing in-
novative programs and equip-
ment that are changing the lives
of physically-challenged people.

Flying below the radar, UCLA
is developing or building never-
before-seen adaptive equipment
that enables people with physical
limitations an opportunity to par-
ticipate in recreational activities
that were impossible before.

Through this innovative new
program, disabled outdoorsmen
and outdoorswomen can enjoy a
mytiad of water sports as they've
never done before.

I’s a new pilol program
spearheaded and forged by aquat-
ics coordinator and recreational
therapist Jamie Hoffman, who
has worked with disabled athletes
and adaptive equipment 1n the
past.

The UCLA Marina Aquatic
Center had never had a program
like this before, but Hoffman
says she was driven to implement
one even if she had to build the
" equipment herself on a shoe-
string budget.

UCLA gave her the green
light to begin and she immediate-
ly got the ball rolling on an adap-

tive kayak program.

UCLA MARINA AQUATIC CENTER participant Adam Wilson (right)
and his friend Christina paddle a kayak in a program designed for

pecple with physical limitations.
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was a neat thing to have people
with so many different abilities
out on the water with their farmi-
lies kayaking. It was a great day.”
While Hoffman is indeed de-
lighted that the UCLA Marina
Aquatic Center has given her the
green light on going forward
with the project, she by no means
is satisfied with just the kayak
development. Her plan i3 to ex-

SCORE (Spinal Cord Opportuni-
ties for Rehabilitation and Eduo-
cation) they will be able to turn
the program into an ongoing
class with a curriculum by this
summer or fall.
“Professionally, it has been

my dream to develop an adaptive
recreation program,” said Hoff-

an. “And now I have the oppor-
tunity at UCLA to do so.”






